CT  camagenoooencd 


OBEDIENCE 


DUE TO THE 


Preſent KING, 


Notwithſtanding our . 


OATHS 


T 0. E- E-/ 


FORMER 


Written by a DIVINE of the 
CHURCH of ENGLA ND. 


———— 


LONDON, ? 
Printed for Awnſbam Churchill, 1689. 


Cramp. 


—— © ww wv» 


Pn D—— 
in4 OR _ 2 , l 


% 
Ee —————— mg—_ 
* y; TE 


OBEDIENCE 
Due to the © 7 0 


Preſent KING, 


Notwithſtanding our 
OAIHS 
To the FORM E R. 


I. F H E Oath of Allegiance is the Expreſſion of our 
Natural Duty to the King (as the Coronation-Oath 


_ 


is of the Regal; which in. Nature is antecedent to pe muſt bex;ng 
it) 'tis eſpecially. ſignified in theſe Words, I ill before we can be 


ſhall be made againſt his -or their Perſons, their Crown. and. Dig- 
nity. | q af 7 
2. If the King do manifeſtly ſeparate his. Perſon from,and en- 


gage it againſt his Crown 4nd Dignity ; ſo that. we cannot Deng 


bear Faith and true Allegiance 'to bis Majeſty, his Heirs and. Suc- *ad to bim as 
ceſſors, and him and them will Defend again#t all Attempts, which ſuch. 


hn 


Obedience due to the Preſent RIN G, 


them both : I mean, if his Perſonal Actions, confrary to Law, 
do-direQly-and--openly-tend-to. the prejudice and ſpailing_of 
his Crown -and Dignity, by his voluntary ſubjecting them to.a 
Foreign Power, contrary to the plain and primary intention and 
Letter of the Oath; ſubverting the Lega} Conſtitution, and e- 
nervating the very Thws by which his Crown is ſupported, his 
Prerogative.is meaſured, and the Dignity of the Rink, auch, | 
hath its very being, as well as the ſafety of his People is main- 
tained; certainly, in ſuch a Caſe, none can be bound by this, or | 
' any other Oath,to Defenttthe\King's Plrſon, in attempts ſo con- | 
trary to the very Reaſon and End of all Government, with the 
neglect of the other part{of our Duty, which is to Defend his # 

= _ ; 


Efown ond Dignity: 
3: The Oath'of Su 


| macy ſeems t $ie@ us mbre.cledrly | 
in this difficulty ; the words are), 1 ſhall bear Faith and true 
Allegiance to the King's Hig eſs , but how ? it follows, and rv | 
wy Power - ſhall 3 ind Difend alt Fartyſdittions, Privi- | 
ledges, Preheminences and Authorities, Granted or belonging to | 
the King, or annex'd and united to the Imperial Crown of | 
this Realon ;} thdtis, #5 *WEFAfe to bear Faith-and Allegiance 
to the King. k | 4 


i © — "MW Ws Y 
4 For if we ſhould be bound to Aſſiſt and Defend his Per- | 
ſon, whew it is, and as it js engaged againſt his, Crown and Dig- | 
nity, -we ſeem bownd, .faro &' tots wiribus (of far De- 
fence is expounded) to Aſſiſt and Contribute to the Ruine both 
of our King and Country, and perhaps to the cutting. of our 
wane \Thiroats: mr_— 55 IF FOIng). Þ 


_ 5. If atyThoutd- imagine, Thatthe Oath will not ſuffer us 
"conſitter the*Perſoh: abd Ciown-©6f the: King thus divi- 
A ; REV 3, tbe together; 

Ys" true} while they" are" Rept (together. But (if the- Kin 

ed vide tive cn Agr bLoEns \itypofſible-. for. us b 
Aﬀiſt his Perſon but we muſt Betray his Crown ; nor Defend 
his Crown. without forbearing to afliſt his Perſon; to ſay, 
now 'we "ate bound: to Aflift 'aud (Defend both , makes a 
plain Reprignaney?im the-Oath , -and in-our :Duty: (to doand | 


not 
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notwithſtanding aur Oaths t0' the Formier. 
not to do the ſame thing) and conſequently the Obligation 
ceaſerhQ}! {62 ne on Cott: = nc ae 1? PIO 


6. That we are bound by our Allegiance to Aſſiſt the Per- 
{as of the King, ito'the prejudice of his Crown and People, 
feems not only to be againſt the light of Nature, the primary 
End of it beimg the ſafety of his Kingdom, and-the ſafety of 
the King but rhe ſecondary end of it ; but moſt.agreeable to 


the fenſe of our Ancient and Learned Lawyers; and alſo, of Br:2 Feta. 


the plain acknowledgment and profeſſion of Ancicnt Kizgs and 


Parliaments. | 
hy P 

King Henry I. five Hundred Years agone , told the Pope, 
Whilſt 1 live, the Authorities and Uſages of the Kingdom ſhall ne- 
ver be diminiſhed : | But if | would fo Debafe my ſelf (which. God: 
forbid) Magnates: mei &- 'totus Anglize populus nullo modo pateren- 
tur: The Lords and People of England 'would by no means 
ſulfer it. And Edward |. wrote himſelf to the ſame pur- 
poſe... Beſides, with his content, the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament , in their Letter to the Pope, have theſe Words, 
We' do: wot \ permit, or in the leaff will permit (ſicut nec poſſurnus 
nec debemus)' though our Soveraign Lord the King. do, . or vin 
the led(t! wiſe attempt to do- any of the Premiſes (by. own. 
mg the/Popes Authority touching . his :Right to (Scotland) fo 
ſtrange a thing, ſo unlawful, prejudicial, and otherwiſe un- 
heard of, though rhe King himſelf would. Once more, on Re- 
cord in the Fourth of Henry 11. the Commons : Declare, . Ss - 
Dominus: Rex & '\Regni majores 'buc wellent (Adomer's Revocation 
upon the Popes -Order)* Conttannitas tamen ' ipfius ingreſſum in- 
Anpliam, nulla tenus ſuſtineret. 4 


Now what's the meaning of all: this ? but that the King's 
Perſonal Will , contrary . to Law, however. exprefied- (for it 
mult .be ſignified by his Words or. Aftions) if the --perfor- 
mance nf it. would prejudice his Crown and Dignity, may berrc- 
ſiited. Much leſs are we bound by our. Allegzance to Afſſiſt-or 
Defend him in ſo doing, in Reaſoy, Law, or.the ſenſe. of. our. 
Ancient Kings or. Parkaments.. 


Qbyject; . 
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Objection. But we Swear to Defend, not only the King, but 
bis Heirs and Lawful Succeſſors. 


Anſwer 1, True, but Heres non eft vivents, and the Suc- 
celſor, in Law and Common Senſe, is the Perſoz that doth 
atnzlly ſucceed, or is in poſſeſſion, Now if the a&ual Succeſ. 
tor be the Lawful Succelſor, we are bound by our Oaths to 
Defend him ; but if he be not the Lawfiul Succeſſor, none 
elſe is ſo, becauſe none elſe is the Succeſſor, and conſequent- 
ly, ſo far the Obje&# and Reaſon of our Oaths ceaſing, our Oh- 
lisation by them ceaſeth, and we are bound to none beſides 

the Perſon in Poſleſſion. 


2. 'Tis farther remarkable, That though the word Law- 
ful be once in the Oath of Supremacy, 'tis only there, where 
we Swear Faith and Allegiance in Gereral ; but, as if it were 
intended, that the Subject ſhould not trouble himſelf about the 
Title of the King in being, where that Allegiance is explaind 
with reſpect to Praftice, the word Lawful is left out in that 
Oath. lt follows there in theſe Words,-- Stall Aft and De- 
fend all Furiſdiftions,-- Granted or belonging to the Kings 
Highneſs, his Heirs and Suacceſſors, without the word Lawful. 
And agreeable hereunto, we find the word wholly left out in 
the Oaih of Allegiance, both in the ſame place, where we 
Swear Allegiance in General, as well as in the other place of 
our more particular Duty ; and it looks as if this was done 
de Induſtria, for the ſame reaſon , namely , that ſuch as take 
the Oaths might not think themſelves bound thereby to be 
Sollicitous about the Title to the Crown. 


3. The Holy Scriptures ſeem not to involve the Conſciences 
of private Chriſtians about Princes Titles; but expreſly require 
their SubjeCtion to the Powers that are, as a great and necel- 
fary inſtance of that Humility and peaceable Behaviour which 
their Religion teacheth them, | / 


. In the ſame Holy Books, we are further moſt plainly 
 admoniſh'd , that (by what means ſoever obtained ) 'tis God 
that 
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notwithſtanding our Oaths to the Former. 5 


that putteth down one, and ſetteth up another; and upon that Rom. r3. 
ground too , we are ſtriftly chargd to Submit to the Powers 
that are, becauſe they are Ordain'd of God. And tho' the Apo- 
le uſe the word oe, I think, none can imagine he intended 
by it, to determine the lawfulneſs of Auguſtas's Title, who was 
admitted by the Senate; but rather, to inforce that Obedience 
that he prefſeth the Chriſtians to yield, by this Conſideration, Imperatores 
That all Authority is from Ged; and in its true Nature and by Am farendum - 
God's Ordizance, intended for our Good. þ yon 
adepros. San- 
5. The known Statute of rx H.7. I. is of the ſame import, derſon. 
and grounded, we find, upon the like Reaſon and H. Scripture, 
it gives us way to this plain inference, that the ſame daty which 
we owe to a lawful King , is to be performed to the King in 
being ; that is, to the King in Poſſeſſion ; and that no other King 
or future Parliament can in Reaſon , Law, OT good Conſcience, 
upon any pretence of Uſurpation in the Poſſeſſor of the Crown, 
or any Difloyalty.in the Subject , charge us with guilt, for Ser-- 
ving or defending the King. in Poſſeſſion. The SubjeCts there- 
fore, might lawfully fight for him, and conſequently take the 
Military Oath ; in Reaſon (by the Law of Nature) in Law, by 
the Law of the Land ; in all good Conſcience , that is, by the 
Law of God, in the H, Scriptures. 


6. Hereupon , my [ ord Coke's words are notable: This . 
A&, faith he (meaning 25 Ed. 3, about Treaſon) isto be under. 
{tood of a Kg in Poſſeſſion of the. Crown and Kingdom : for-if 
there be a King Regnant in Poſſeſſion, altho' he be Rex de fatto 
and ny de jure, yet is he Seignior le Roy, within the purview of: 
this Statute; and the other , that hath Right and is. out.of Poſ- 
{eſſron, 18 not within this Aft... | 


Nay, faith he, if Treaſon be committed againſt a King ' d&- 
fatto, and non de jure , and after the King de jure. come, to the - 
Crown, he ſhall puniſh the Treaſon done to he King de fa#o; . 
ar d a pardon granted/by a King de jure, that.is not. alle de. fa#o, 
is void, ſt. 3.0. p./7. 

tow if by the Law. of the.Land, which'T think is our only 
guide in ſuch Caſes, "Treaſon may be committed'againſt a King - 

| 7 that.. 
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OLedfeice' die "to the Preſent KING, 


| thats (6 only by Poſſiſſon , without Right ; and cannot be 


committed againſt him that ' hath Righr, and'not Poſſeſſion x 
ſeeing he is not within the purview of the Statute, ſure, wecan- 
not-reaſonably be thought to be intangied in ſuch a ftrait, as. 
to.be bound by our Allegiance to commit Treaſon, which we 


: cannot preſume the King in Poſſeſſion will Pardon, and the: Law 


tells us, the King that hath Right only, cannot, Who there. 
fore would queſtion our liberty to'be true ani faithful to the 
King in Poſſeſſion, ſo far at leaſt, as not to refiſt\him, or to be 
Traitors to him ? or to give him aſlurance thereof\ by our Oath. 
The renown'd Caſuiſt Bifhop Sanderſox would not, declare the 
very Engagement to be unlawful , taken in that lower Senſe; 
to the pretended Commonwealth without any King or Houſe 
of Lerds. 4 


>. Since we have mention'd that excellent Caſuiſt, whoſe 
Loyalty, Fudgment, Fidelity , and Authority , is unqueſtionable, 
is fit for us to obſerve what he hath frequently and without 
the leaſt heſitancy delivered as his premeditated thoughts about 
the preſent caſe. _. | 

| Having ſuppos'd a _ in Poſſeſſion only, by Power , if the 
Query be what is to be done by the Subje&t that hath Sworn 
Allegiance to the rightful King : he anſwers, 'tis not only law- 
ful to obey the King in_ ſuch Potleſſion ; but it often happens 
that not doing ſo, [defuiſſe Officio] we are wanting to our duty. 
Yea, that we owe SubjeCtion to a King in Poſſeſſion, upon the 
grounds of Juſtice , Equity , Charity , and Gratitude, while we 
enjoy our Liberties and are Protected by him. 

Exigit hoc a nobis (Optima £qui boni lex) wetus illa Commuta- 
tionum formula, xi m x, ndCs iv & profeto, perverſiſſme mentis, 
ſab illius dominationis patrocinio , welle wivere cui parere nolis : 
& cuſs protectione gaudeas, ejus imperium detrattare. 


© 8. -His Thixd Argument for the Neceſſity of Obedience to 
the preſent Power, however obtained, is taken from the Charity 
we owe to the Publick , whether Church or State , of which 
we are Members, ,and for the good of which we are born ; 
in guage igitur illius Societatis, cujus ipſe Membrum & pars eſt, 
Salas & tranquillitas exigit; eatenns Civis unnſquiſq; imperiis ejus 

qui 


notwifhPandjng aur Gath3. to:the Farmers"... 
aus :de fatto-<-preceſt; obtemperare ' yenetwr;\ Words: worthy. the 


Foſ ſcrieus reflection. of the preſent Chureb of England. Read - 


at large his th Pralect. Fj | WA 
But as tothe Argument from Gratitude , when we ſeriouſly 
refle&t uppn-: our late forlorn and \rainous, Condition both. in 
[Church and State 3; when we; call to, mind: thatall-gur. Foun- 
dations, were pyt.ont- of, courſe;; and -eug;Pillars.eyen broken 
by the late King's own:ill- gyided -hands.;, and.tthat the Herele 
Prince hath been at ſo great Expence, and expoſed himſelf to fo 
many hazards, - in his own Country , at Sea ;: and here -in Eng- 
land, in Compaſſion both.to-our. Miſeries and Infirmities ; when 
our Land was weak,” and all the, nbabjrayts:ithereot;in-an utter 
diſability to reſcue or ſaye.theraſelyes;;[ahg;none PREEE Hea- 
ven, within the reach of humane apprehenſion , beſides that 


one Prince, could poſlibly effect it ; that glorious Inſtrument - 


under God, put his hand to ſupport and ſtrengthen, and bear 
wp our Pillars : to Redeem and Secure our Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties; and when our late King , either for fear of his Per- 
fon, or rather of the Iſſue of Aﬀairs in our Re-eftabliſhment, had 
deſerted or abdicated his Kingdom, and left us in Confuſion to fhift 
for our Selves:; whofe return: now cannot be-thonght-of with». 
out Horrour : and the preſent King and Queen , being therefore 
firſt Petitioned, to take the Government, have graciouſly ac- 
cepted it, upon terms anfwering all mens deſires or intereſts, 
I ſay, when all this is well pondered, the Ground and. Ar- 
gument for our quiet and chearful ſubmiſſion , taken from- 
Gratitude, is indeed too big to.,be contained in a ſheer” or two: 
of Paper, or the mind of Man : and Prodigious, beyond: the 
credit of Pofterity. 


Laſtly, One would think there was no place left for any 
further Scruple., The late Change was urged by extream 
Neceſſity , and carried on with a wonderful Providence , and 
perfected with . Univerſal. Conſent ; .it was Eminently.the Lords 
doing, and cur own too ; the Government was unhing'd by the 
late King himſelf The preſent King, &c. was put into Poſleſ- 
fion by our ſelves in our Repreſentatives ; who were as freely 
choſen by us as ever any Parliament was : The Convention had 
nothing wanting but the previous formality. of the Royal Writs, 
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-n ſhort, The* Pofſſſo of \the Throne, by ther Ad oft h 

| , 15-now nuqweſtionable ; We have no: libetty: 

pb he "eithet on we the: King 's Title, ns Day. 
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